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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

Flooding in 2010 and again in 2018 cut 
some Belfield Drive residents off from 
civilization.

As the Pocasset River swelled past its 
banks, Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polise-
na reached some of his constituents by 
water. 

A sign hung at a press conference on 
Monday, featuring a photograph from 
past floods, showing Polisena talking on 
the phone, traveling across floodwaters 
in a boat.

Hopefully, if floodplain improvements 
on Belfield Drive work, Polisena will 
only need a car to travel down the road 
after future storms.

Members of the Johnston Town Coun-
cil joined representatives from the Unit-
ed States Department of Agriculture, the 
Northern Rhode Island Conservation 
District, U.S. Sen. Jack Reed (D-Rhode 
Island), U.S. Rep. James Langevin (D-
Rhode Island), and state Rep. Deborah 
Fellela (D-Johnston), at an event near 68 

Belfield Drive, to celebrate the comple-
tion of a floodplain restoration project, 
aimed at eliminating future flooding.

“This is truly a special day,” Polisena 
said from behind a lectern bearing the 
town seal. “This is how it works; how it’s 
supposed to work.”

Polisena described past flood events as 
“horrific public safety disasters.”

Federal funding for the project was 
provided through the USDA Emergency 
Watershed Protection (EWP) program.

“EWP authorizes the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
to purchase permanent easements on 
eligible lands and restore the floodplain 
functions in the easement area to their 
natural conditions,” according to an 
agency press release. “Participation in 
the EWP Floodplain Easements program 
is voluntary.”

Polisena happily volunteered a soggy 
section of Johnston for EWP assistance.

“Otherwise we’d be wearing hip boots 

Belfield Drive floodplain improvements aim to stop future floods

By PETE FONTAINE

Team Saint Rocco’s 81st Feast 
and Festival is now in the 
books and as Co-Chairman 

Richard Montella offered Monday af-
ternoon: “This was one to remember; 
for as long as I have records, this was 
our most successful event to date.”

Saint Rocco’s Feast bounces back

By RORY SCHULER

More kids in Rhode Island 
are getting sick.

The newest COVID-19 data 
for children, and an emerging 
statewide public school mask 
mandate, will require Johnston 
to revisit last week’s contro-
versial district masks-optional 
policy.

The Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) has re-
ported a 60 percent spike in 
pediatric COVID-19 cases from 
July 25 to Aug. 1.

“That’s a big jump,” said 
Johnston Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Bernard DiLullo. “The 

data clearly says that this is a 
highly virulent strain. If you 
see that kind of jump over the 
summer, we need to take a look 
at what our policies are going 
to be.”

Just last Tuesday, Aug. 10, 
the Johnston School Committee 
voted to make masks optional 
for students as they returned to 
school, leaving the decision up 
to parents.

Now, following a worrying 
health data release and a new 
mandate from the Rhode Island 
Department of Education, DiL-
ullo and the School Committee 
will be revising the district’s 
back-to-school plan.

“I know our committee will 
do whatever it takes to get the 
kids back to school,” DiLullo 
said Tuesday. “That’s really our 
goal. We will be in discussion 
on how to approach our cur-
rent plan, and if it needs to be 
revised.”

The Ocean State’s Council 
on Elementary and Secondary 
Education met Monday night 
and issued a statewide mask 
mandate.

“They ordered the commis-
sioner not to accept the return 
to school plans if they did not 
mandate masks,” DiLullo said.

The Johnston superintendent 
confirmed the School Commit-

tee will need to meet before the 
first day of school on Sept. 1 to 
revise the current plan, which 
left the decision to mask up to 
parents.

Since the Johnston School 
Committee voted on the is-
sue last week, both Warwick 
and Cranston School Commit-
tees have voted to make masks 
mandatory for returning stu-
dents.

Similar votes have been oc-
curring in towns and cities 
across the Ocean State. 

An agenda for the upcom-
ing Johnston School Committee 
meeting has not yet been post-
ed, but the meeting will be on 

Monday, Aug. 23, at 5:30 PM in 
the Ferri Middle School Library.

DiLullo could only confirm 
that the committee will be 
forced to meet before the school 
year begins.

“This really is a divisive is-
sue, and it’s unfortunate,” DiL-
ullo said. “I think I understand 
both sides.”

The superintendent and the 
Johnston School Committee 
has also decided not to offer 
at-home synchronous distance 
learning, as they did last year. 
DiLullo does not expect a rever-
sal of that decision.

Mask mandate returns for Johnston students

MASKS - PAGE 10■

FEAST - PAGES  5&6■

FLOOD - PAGE 7■

TWO IF BY SEA: Phou Vongkhamdy, U.S. Sen. Jack Reed and U.S. Rep. James 
Langevin stand near a poster, featuring a photo of Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polise-
na in a boat. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

DELICIOUS DELIGHTS: Mike Carlino (left), his friend and Sister Daisy show of the freshly cooked doughboys 
countless people enjoy during the four-day feast and festival. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

SUPER SMILES: Countless children were all smiles 
during the fest and festival as they enjoyed a variety of 
rides like the Orient Express.
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By Lucas Maguire
Special to the Sun Rise

In the constellation Cygnus there is an H-ii emission nebula called Sharpless 101 
(Sh2- 101). When imaged you can see the outline of a tulip and was catalogued by 
Stewart Sharpless in his 1959 catalog of nebulae.

It’s roughly located 6,000 Light-years from Earth.  Above the Tulip, a blue cloud 
of dust is faintly seen. This is the location of the micro quasar Cygnus X-1, on of the 
first suspected Black Holes. 

Over the course of one night I managed to image the Tulip Nebula in Ha, Oiii, and 
Sii. This allowed me to integrate the separate channels into an RGB image. I used an 
astronomical photo editing software to stack and bring out the nebulosity. 

This image was taken in my backyard in Johnston.
 
Technical Card:
Imaging telescopes or lenses: William Optics Zenith 73 II
Imaging cameras: QHYCCD QHY183M 
Mounts: SkyWatcher EQ6R-Pro
Guiding cameras: ZWO ASI120MM-Mini ASI120MM-Mini 
Focal reducers: Williams Optics Flat73A
Software: Adobe Phosotshop CC  ·  PixInsight  ·  NINA 10.1  ·  Sharpcap  ·  PHD2 

Guiding 2.62 PHD2.62  ·  Deek Sky Stacker
Filters: Astronomik OIII 1.25” 6nm  ·  Optolong SII 1.25” 6.5nm  ·  Astronomik Ha 

1.25” 6nm
Dates:Aug. 6, 2021
Frames: 23x600” (3h 50’)
Integration: 3h 50’
Avg. Moon age: 27.53 days
Avg. Moon phase: 4.48%

EDITOR’S NOTE: Lucas “Luc” Maguire captured this image from his backyard in John-
ston. He will be submitting his deep space images to the Sun Rise for publication each week. 
Maguire’s photography can also be found at his Instagram account @oceanstateastro and his 
Twitter feed @OceanStateAstro.

BACKYARD SPACE

The Tulip Nebula
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Reports of reckless driving in John-
ston’s residential neighborhoods have 
increased, and the Johnston Police De-
partment has purchased and installed 
several temporary speed bumps to 
make the streets safer.

Residents throughout the town have 
stated that speeding on residential 
roads has become a serious issue. Ac-
cording to Chief Joseph Razza, the de-
partment gets complaints daily about 
reckless driving, and there have been 
numerous citations and warnings is-
sued to offending drivers.

“This initiative, in conjunction with 
directed speed enforcement, is a high-
ly effective measure to ensure public 
safety on our local streets as the speed 
bump is designed to slow vehicles to 
one to two miles per hour upon ap-
proach,” said Razza. 

Last October, the Johnston Police 
Department conducted a pilot pro-
gram that featured the installation of 
temporary speed bumps in problem 
areas. The first speed bump, installed 
on Cavalcade Boulevard, was moni-
tored by officers for its effectiveness in 
controlling traffic.

“The speed bump on Cavalcade 
Boulevard proved to be highly ef-
fective in not only curtailing speed, 
but it also reduced the amount of cut 
through traffic on this highly traveled 
residential street,” said Razza. 

Seeking to build off the success of the 
pilot program, the department invested 
in additional temporary speed bumps, 
made of high-strength recycled rubber, 
to install on local two lane roads. The 
department plans to leave the bumps 
in problem areas throughout the fall, 
eventually removing them in the win-
ter so crews can plow during snow sea-
son.

“The temporary speed bumps will 

be deployed on streets in the town that 
we have had continued and repeated 
complaints of speeding, and that have 
not responded to directed speed en-
forcement campaigns,” said Razza. 

In June, the Johnston Town Council 
also adopted an ordinance to establish 
criteria and procedures for the instal-
lation of the temporary speed bumps.

“The temporary speed bumps can 
be requested through a neighbor-
hood petition or the town can install a 
speed bump if it deems it necessary to 
address public safety concerns,” said 
Razza. “In either instance, the police 
department will conduct a compre-
hensive traffic study to determine fea-
sibility.” 

Razza says the devices will be placed 
on streets with various traffic volume 
to determine their impact. The depart-
ment will also take residents’ feedback 
into consideration when placing the 
speed bumps.  

Each speed bump, purchased from 
Barco Products, is a cost effective 
measure, the chief said, and is worth 
the expense as towns across the state 
saw a significant increase in speeding 
during the pandemic. Installation and 
removal of the bumps is quick, taking 
less than an hour to complete. 

Chief Razza said the department 
will continuously monitor their data to 
determine if the speed bumps should 
be moved, and if additional or perma-
nent ones are required in the future. 

“Going forward, we will be looking 
at other measures to curtail speeding 
throughout our residential districts, 
and in the coming weeks we will be 
testing a less aggressive speed calming 
device,” said Razza. “We will determine 
if the device is durable enough and has 
the same effectiveness at reducing ve-
hicular speed and cut through traffic.”

SLOW DOWN: Johnston Police Chief Joseph Razza inspects one of the temporary 
speed bumps recently installed in an attempt to curtail speeding. Several temporary 
speed bumps have been acquired by the police department to be placed in residen-
tial neighborhoods. (Submitted photo)

Johnston Police roll out temporary speed bumps

FUGITIVE FROM 
JUSTICE

Around 5:30 p.m. on Aug. 
3, Johnston Police Officer 
Cody Weaver was patrol-
ling his beat, when he no-
ticed two men sitting at the 
entrance of the Sky View 
Inn, 2880 Hartford Ave.

Weaver recognized the 
men from a previous call, 
and had knowledge of one 
of them having two ar-
rest warrants issued out of 
Delaware, according to the 
police incident report. 

Weaver detained the pair 
of men, and asked for iden-
tification.

One of the two men was 
identified as Mark Worley, 
of 28 Boxwood Ave., Wilm-
ington, Delaware. 

Weaver wrote in his ar-
rest report that he con-
firmed Worley had two ac-
tive arrest warrants; one, a 
Superior Court bench war-
rant issued out of Wilm-
ington for a Violation of 
Probation, and the second, 
a warrant out of the New 
Castle County Police De-
partment for Second De-
gree Assault resulting in 
Physical Injury to a Person 
Over 62 years old.

Communications per-
sonnel confirmed both war-
rants, Weaver wrote in the 
report.

The first warrant was 
extraditable, however the 
second was not, according 
to the report.

Worley was handcuffed, 
secured in the back of a 
cruiser, and transported 
back to Johnston Police 
Headquarters for process-
ing.

At headquarters, Worley 
was processed, afforded 
the use of a telephone and 
placed in a cell. 

“Mr. Worley is being 
charged by this department 
as a Fugitive from Justice,” 
Weaver wrote in the report. 
“The New Castle County 
Police Department was 
contacted and advised that 
Mr. Worley would be extra-
dited to Delaware.”

SHOPLIFTING
Around 4 p.m. on July 31, 

Johnston Police responded 
to The Home Depot, 100 
Stone Hill Drive, to investi-
gate a report of shoplifting 
that had just occurred.

While en route to the call, 
dispatched notified Johnston 

Police Officer Kevin W. Ly-
ons that the suspect vehicle 
was a Blue Honda Accord.

Another officer reported 
that he had observed a sim-
ilar vehicle exiting Stone 
Hill Drive and traveling 
north on Atwood Avenue, 
according to the police inci-
dent report.

Johnston Police Sgt. Jo-
seph M. Scichilone Jr. was 
nearby in his cruiser at the 
intersection of Hartford 
Avenue at Atwood Avenue. 
After the call came over the 
radio, he drove toward The 
Home Depot, spotting the 
Blue Honda traveling east 
on Stone Hill Drive. 

Scichilone turned his 
cruiser around and pulled 
the vehicle over.

The vehicle was detained 
and the occupants identi-
fied as Abimelec Rivera, 
of 411 Crossroads Drive, 
North Dartmouth, Massa-
chusetts, and Mayda Diaz 
Lanzo, of 159 Bridgham St., 
Apt. A22, Providence, ac-
cording to the police report.

Scichilone saw two large 
air conditioner boxes in the 
car, and Rivera allegedly 
spontaneously uttered, 
“We were returning the air 

conditioners.”
Police then went to The 

Home Depot, where they 
met with a loss prevention 
manager, who told them 
a man and a woman had 
walked into the air condi-
tioning section of the store, 
located on the south side of 
the building, according to 
the report.

The man allegedly took 
two Ashrae portable style 
air conditioner units val-
ued at $898 and put them 
on a flat push cart, while 
the woman was standing 
nearby, according to the po-
lice report. 

Loss prevention told po-
lice that Rivera walked past 
all points of purchase, walk-
ing out the middle entrance 
of the building, without 
paying for the air condition-
ers while Diaz Lanzo fol-
lowed behind him, Lyons 
wrote in the report. 

Police viewed video 
surveillance and said they 
were able to positively 
identify the couple they 
had detained as the pair 
who shoplifted the air-con-
ditioning units, according 
to the police report. 

The loss prevention 

manager also identified 
the same two individuals 
for allegedly committing a 
similar theft on July 27, ac-
cording to the police report. 
Those two units were val-
ued at $379 and $329.

Loss prevention also 
told police the same two 
people allegedly pulled off 
the same theft the next day, 
July 28, making off with 
two air conditioners valued 
at $758, according to the 
police report.

The loss prevention man-
ager told police that dur-
ing both incidents, the man 
walked out with the mer-
chandise and the woman 
followed as the “lookout,” 
according to the police inci-
dent report. 

Lyons viewed the sur-
veillance footage and de-
termined the individuals 
captured on video were the 
same as the two detained 
on July 31.

Representatives of The 
Home Depot told police 
they wanted to pursue 
criminal charges for all 
three incidents, and they 
asked police to trespass 
both individuals from the 
store. 

Rivera and Diaz Lanzo 
were both advised of the 
trespass order. 

The air conditioners po-
lice allegedly found in their 
car were photographed still 
in the car and returned to 
The Home Depot.

The pair were hand-
cuffed and placed under ar-
rest for shoplifting. 

Upon searching Rivera, 
Johnston Police Officer 
Nicholas A. Manocchio 
said he “located a knife 
with a blade length of over 
three inches in his right 
pocket,” according to the 
police report. 

Rivera and Diaz Lanzo 
were transported to Johnston 
Police Department Head-
quarters, processed and held 
pending arraignment.

The pair was charged 
with counts of Shoplifting 
and Conspiracy, both mis-
demeanors, for each of the 
three incidents, according 
to the police report. 

“Rivera was determined 
to be a bail violator and 
was remanded to the ACI,” 
Johnston Police Detective 
Michael G. Edwards wrote 
in an incident report. 

Johnston Police Log



Johnston Sun Rise4 Friday, August 20, 2021

Newspaper: 

Johnston Sun Rise
Client:

Dental Arts Group

3.42” wide x 4” deep

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Bob Giberti    401-732-3100    LisaB@rhodybeat.com, production

Advertising: Here is the 2x4” column template for this client:

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

S

ANSWER TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLE:

By PETE FONTAINE

The small gathering of people who sat in folding 
chairs underneath a white canopy tent, which was do-
nated by Frank’s Rentals, made a huge statement that 
the Graniteville Veterans World War II Foundation will 
never forget those brave men and women from the tiny 
village who served the country in various branches of 
the military during two world wars.

From the time Tony Carlino delivered a heart-warm-
ing greeting, which was followed by the Pledge of Alle-
giance until Rev. David Butera gave the closing prayer, 
the non-profit issued its “Forever Grateful” statement 
from the Graniteville WWII Veterans and their families 
at Monument Park off Putnam Pike in Johnston.

Perhaps John Serapiglia, a U.S. Air Force Veteran who 
represented the Smithfield American Legion Post 64, 
best signified how important the group’s 21st VJ Day 
celebration has been for over two decades.

Like the two dozen people who showed up and 
braved the morning’s hot and humid temperatures, 
Serapiglia sat and listened to each speaker during the 
impressive yet solemn ceremony that featured a spe-
cial recanting of World Wars I and II, highlighted by 
Carlino’s impressive speech about Pearl Harbor, until 
Karen and Jeffrey Casale had the distinction of placing 
a wreath and flowers on the American flag-decorated 
monuments, as well as other presentations from Marie 
Carlino-Butera and Steven Morra.

Carlino-Butera, who lives in Johnston and is the 
group’s super secretary, spoke about Julio Rotondo, a 
highly-popular local resident who passed away in 2020 
just months shy of his 101st birthday.

He entered the military on May 31, 1944 and did his 
infantry training at Camp Wheeler, Georgia before being 
shipped to the Mediterranean Theater of Operations. He 
was later removed form “replacement” status and trans-
ferred to the 522nd Combat Engineers, an outfit detached 
from the 5th Army.

After the conflict in Germany, his unit became respon-
sible for the removal of American Military Installations 
in southern Italy and he was later discharged from the 
U.S. Army on July 2, 1946. He then remained a proud pa-
rishioner at Our Lady of Grace Church until his passing.

Morra, meanwhile, had the honor and distinction of 
reading the names of the 11 Graniteville residents who 
were killed in action during World War II.

“I didn’t serve in the military,” Morra explained, “but 
my father – the Late Joseph A. Morra –  while he not killed 
in action was one of the Graniteville natives who served in 
World War II. He passed away in 1985 at age 64.”

He then began: “We now want to honor the 11 Gran-
iteville natives who lost their lives in the war and did 
not get to return to their community and their families. 
But before I read their names, a few thoughts to put this 
into perspective and allow us to reflect and think.”

His delivery included thoughts like “on a nice sum-
mer day, many families in Rhode Island will enjoy a 
day at Scarborough Beach; and in a few months, many 
families will be having a big Thanksgiving dinner. Soon 
after that, families will celebrate Christmas and open 
presents around the tree. In the winter families may go 
sledding or on a bike ride in the spring.”

Morra also added: “But these, and many more experi-
ences, are what our 11 Graniteville heroes have not been 
able to enjoy for the past 76 years, because they gave the 
ultimate sacrifice in defense of their country, so we here 
– and countless others –  would be free and able to have 
those experiences.”

Morra finished saying: “These 11 servicemen from 
Graniteville, who were part of the Greatest Generation, 
did die once but we are doing our best today that none 
of them, at least for now, die that second time.”

Those 11 late Graniteville veterans are: Ralph “June” 
Bridges, John K. Burrows, Walter Charbonneau, Alfred 
a.  Chartier, Raymond Draper, George Harrington Jr., 
William Hickey, Raymond J. Herther Jr., James Paterson, 
Joseph Roy Searle and William Thorpe Jr.

MIGHTY MEMORIES: Steven Morra had the distinction of reading the names of 
the 11 Graniteville natives who went to war and were killed in action while serving in 
the armed forces. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

Graniteville Veterans remembered

HUMBLING HONOR:  (Left photo) Tony Carlino (left) and Rev. David Butera were among the speakers dur-
ing Saturday’s super VJ celebration at Monument Park in Johnston. (Right photo) Karen and Jeffrey Casale 
stand in front of Graniteville monuments after they placed wreaths and flowers alongside American flags. 
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Mary S. Castrignano, Owner
29 George Waterman Rd. (rear)
Johnston, RI 02919
Telephone & Fax (401) 231-6886
e-mail: Mary@totstownchildcare.com

Quality Care for Children 18 mos - 5 yrs & school age to 10

TOTS’ TOWN, INC.
Child Care Center
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... NOW 
HIRING

A record, Montella said 
with a wide smile on his 
face, “which was achieved 
despite many variables 
we can’t control.” Team 
Saint Rocco achieved and 
met its goals by a group of 
volunteers who were will-
ing to work to benefit the 
Roman Catholic parish 
that’s located at 927 At-
wood Avenue in Johnston.

For starters, Rev. Ange-
lo N. Caruisi broke two el-
bows prior to the feast and 
there was rain on opening 
night last Thursday. More-
over, the heat index was 
over 100 degrees as well 
as the pandemic being on 
the rise again.

“Despite all of the chal-
lenges, our community ex-
ceeded every expectation 
I could possibly imagine,” 
Montella added. “While 
everyone worked to their 
best, two younger indi-
viduals – Mitchell Parrillo 
and Mathew Levesque –  
stood out in my eyes; their 
work ethic is incredible. 
While everyone worked 
to their best, these two 
young men never once 
questioned anything that 
was asked and they re-
stored my faith in the fu-
ture of the parish.”

Montella also empha-
sized that an event like 
the feast and festival takes 
a team that is willing to 
work hard, face challenges 
and not let them hold you 
back and give everything 
you can to be successful.

Perhaps that’s why 
Gov. Daniel McKee and 
his wife Sudan – a.k.a. 
Rhode Island’s First Lady 
– were impressed with the 
going-on Sunday during 
a visit with countless pa-
rishioners led by District 
1 Councilwoman Linda 
Folcarelli.

The tireless and per-
sonable co-chairman 
then touted the parish’s 
extraordinary Women’s 
Guild, led by Arlene Troia, 
that reached a milestone 
by selling 103,000 hand-

rolled straws and secur-
ing over 600 prizes for 
people playing the Straw 
Game to choose from and 
they all, Montella empha-
sized, “were meticulously 
wrapped.”

Thus, “Troia’s Troop”, 
as people have called the 
dedicated group of vol-
unteers, received plaudits 
from countless people 
and as Montella assessed: 
“They should each be 
proud of their efforts re-
cord setting success.”

Montella, who has been 
in the sales industry for 
the past 37 years, also of-
fered: “I would give any-
thing to have Sister Donna 
on my team. She worked 
tirelessly throughout the 
year to secure religious 
articles to raise money for 
the parish. Her passion 
to our community is an 
inspiration to us all and 
she has taken this passion 
to the school as our tele-
vision spokesperson. We 
have come to learn that 
not many can say no to 
her.”

Festival-goers have 
become accustomed to 
enjoying the finest food 
of any festival in Rhode 
Island and that, Montella 
offered, “it is nowhere 
more evident than in our 
Pastry Shoppe, led by 
Lisa Ciunci and her team 
that provided a wide as-
sortment of homemade 
treats.”

That’s why as Mon-
tella added: “Sales were 
the highest in 17 years 
and many, many people 
heaped rave reviews on 
Lisa’s Spumoni Pound 
Cake that in some cases 
created a need for sec-
onds.”

There was another 
area that seemed to have 
an endless line of visi-
tors who throughout the 
four days and nights, en-
joyed golden deep fried 
doughboys made from 
fresh dough made daily 
and was donated “a great 
friend of our parish” – 
Donald DePetrillo – who 
owns and operates The 
Original Italian Bakery 

located next door to the 
church.

Also, as many, many 
people told Montella and 
other committee mem-
bers: “This (feast and festi-
val) is the complete pack-
age; great carnival rides 
and games (per Rockwell 
Amusements) and excel-
lent entertainment from 
start to finish.”

For example, Sunday 
afternoon’s headliners 
– Starzz Entertainment 
– put on a sparkling per-
formance which was also 
a special tribute to Jack 
Martone of the R&J Re-
view who is ill and in the 
hospital.

“We are all praying Jack 
has a speedy recovery,” 
said Lisa D’Ambra, the 
promotion’s public rela-
tions director for Starzz 
Entertainment. “We dedi-
cated today’s show in his 
honor.”

The Starzz Entertain-
ment show included the 
“special voices of”  lead-
er Steve Quirini, who is 
known as “Elvis” and 
Audra Lee Lanna, who 
received loud applause 
from people sitting un-
der the “Big Top” who 
watched their perfor-
mance that also included 
vocalist George Grimes.

Likewise, they were 
backed by DJ Bill – a.k.a. 
Bill Thomas – who pro-
vided the musical back-
drop for the three singers.

All of which led to Saint 
Rocco’s enjoying its big-
gest and best feast and 
festival ever.

So Monday, when Mon-
tella was assessing Saint 
Rocco’s 8th annual fun 
and food fest, he offered: 
“Someone asked me when 
we being planning for 
next year’s feast and I said 
around the first of the year. 
Well, this morning Lucille 
Sauro gave me a big bag 
of straws that need to be 
rolled, so I guess it’s game 
on for ‘22!”

That’s also when par-
ish members will again 
bring their enthusiasm 
and commitment that in-
cluded work details such 

as building booths, setting 
up tables and chairs, lay-
ing electrical lines, light-
ing, setting up cooking 
equipment as well as the 
breaking down on Sunday 
evening and despite hav-
ing worked long for four 
straight days included 
four dozen plus volunteers 
who are proud to be part 
of “Team Saint Rocco’s.”

■ Feast
(Continued from page 1)

DELIGHTFUL DUTY: Lisa Russo (left), Mary Zulla and Sister Antoinette enjoy a lighter moment while serving 
yet another order of doughboys. Turn to Page 6 for more feast photos. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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CLUES ACROSS
  1.  Midway between east and 

southeast
  4.  Sun up in New York
  7.  Japanese honorifi c
  8.  Czech name for Prague
 10.  Ochocinco’s fi rst name
 12.  Steep cliffs (Hawaiian)
 13.  Scots word for “home”
 14.  Upper class young woman 

(abbr.)
 16.  Monetary unit of Albania
 17.  Raise
 19.  Drain of resources
 20.  Uncultured, clumsy persons
 21.  Hikers use them
 25.  Retrospective analysis 

(military)
 26.  Tibetan form of chanting
 27.  Infl uential European statesman
 29.  Soluble ribonucleic acid
 30.  Monetary unit of Romania
 31.  Round green vegetable
 32.  Well acquainted with
 39.  Ribosomal ribonucleic acid

 41.  Basics
 42.  “The Godfather” actress 

Keaton
 43.  Snakelike fi sh
 44.  Tall deciduous tree
 45.  Russian river
 46.  Long Balkans river
 48.  Ancient Greek coin
 49.  Senegal’s capital
 50.  Unwell
 51.  Snout
 52.  Low bank or reef of coral

CLUES DOWN
  1.  Abstain from
  2.  Vast desert in North Africa
  3.  Cover the crown of a tooth
  4.  A major division of geological 

time
  5.  Urban center
  6.  Crook
  8.  Parts per billion (abbr.)
  9.  Questions
 11.  A pack of 52 playing cards
 14.  Recording of sound

 15.  Pithy saying
 18.  Atomic #22
 19.  Soviet Socialist Republic
 20.  Plant with ridged seedpods
 22.  Innate
 23.  Investigative body for Congress 

(abbr.)
 24.  Soda receptacle
 27.  Spanish stew: __ podrida
 28.  Viet Cong offensive
 29.  Large body of water
 31.  Beginning military rank
 32.  Dissimilar
 33.  Counteroffensive system 

(abbr.)
 34.  Shows who you are
 35.  Chinese dynasty
 36.  Type of verse
 37.  African nation
 38.  Quite
 39.  Former Bucks star Michael
 40.  Showed again
 44.  Body part
 47.  Steal

RUGGED RIDERS: These two youngsters were among the dozens of people that 
enjoyed the Scrambler ride Sunday. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

GRAMP’S GUY: Johnston resident Dennis Cardillo brought his grandson to the 
festival so he could enjoy the many offerings for kids.

VALUBALE VOLUNTEERS: These members of the Saint Rocco’s women’s Guild 
worked tirelessly for four days and even marched in Sunday’s annual Feast Mass 
procession.
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Dr. Matthew Willet t
MD, FAAD

Dr. Amylynne Frankel April Brosnan
FNP-C

Jennifer Fisher
MMSC, PA-C

and a personal floatation device,” he 
joked, as he introduced the completed 
work, and praised the partnership be-
tween local, state and federal govern-
ment officials. 

“NRCS entered into an agreement 
with the Rhode Island Association of 
Conservation Districts (RIACD), which 
accepted applications from eligible land-
owners, secured appraisals and acquired 
land,” according to a USDA press re-
lease. “Restoration work included both 
structural and non-structural measures 
to bring back floodplain functions.”

A house once stood at 68 Belfield Drive, 
but was purchased and demolished. 

“A structure was removed to create a 
flood water storage area, then a box cul-
vert was installed to allow storm water 
to flow under the road and back into the 
Pocasset River,” according to the USDA. 
“Native vegetation was planted to con-
trol soil erosion.”

The gathered officials marked comple-
tion of the floodplain restoration project 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony.

“Belfield Drive terminates in a cul-de-
sac and, therefore, residents have only 
one means of egress,” according to the 
USDA. “The roadway experienced re-
curring flooding from the Pocasset River 
that made the road impassible.”

The EWP program is intended to help 
communities, like Johnston, quickly ad-
dress serious and long-lasting damages to 
infrastructure caused by natural disasters. 

“Restoration included both structural 
and non-structural measures to bring 
back floodplain functions such as water 
storage and flow, control erosion, and es-
tablish native vegetation,” according to 
the USDA. “Major elements of the project 
included raising the roadway at Belfield 
Drive to allow for safe access along the 
public right-of-way during flood events 
and demolition of a single-family resi-
dence that experienced recurrent flood-
ing. These elements were designed to 
lessen flood conditions in the future.”

Cassius Spears, President of the Rhode 
Island Association of Conservation Dis-
tricts, Phou Vongkhamdy, Rhode Island 
State Conservationist with the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS), and Richard Went, Chairman of 
the Northern Rhode Island Conservation 
District, attended the event, providing 
context to the changes made to Belfield 
Drive.

“Floodplains can provide significant 
protection from flood damage to down-
stream landowners,” Vongkhamdy said. 
“The purpose of this project was to limit 
future uses of land in this floodplain area 
to make it available to store flood water.”

Both men were instrumental in the 
project, according to Polisena, and Gina 
DeMarco, District Manager for the 
Northern Rhode Island Conservation 
District.

Polisena thanked DeMarco for her 
leadership, and credited her for seeing 
the flood plain restoration through to 
fruition.

“Gina was unbelievable,” Polisena 
said. “Gina tested me like no other wom-
an has tested me.”

Unlike other emergency assistance 
programs, the EWP “does not require a 
disaster declaration by federal or state 
government officials for program assis-
tance to begin,” according to the USDA. 

“The people who lived here were con-
stantly, literally under water,” Reed said, 
adding that with climate change, “more 
communities will be under water.”

Went said the floodplain is designed to 
combat a 100-year storm, but not a 500-
year event, like the 2010 flood.

Only land in the affected section of 
Belfield Drive qualified for EWP work. 
This section of the road met the prereq-
uisite criteria for help through the pro-
gram: it had been damaged by flooding 
at least once in the previous calendar 
year, and had been subject to flood dam-
age at least twice within the past decade. 

“The NRCS State Conservationist can 
declare a local watershed emergency and 
initiate EWP assistance in cooperation 
with an eligible sponsor,” according to 
the USDA. “Funded projects must dem-
onstrate they reduce threats to life and 
property; be economically, environmen-
tally and socially sound; and must be 
designed to acceptable engineering stan-
dards, if applicable.”

A yellow ribbon was strung across 
Belfield Drive, and Polisena cut it with a 
giant pair of scissors. 

“We finally got it across the finish line,” 
Langevin said. “This is what investing in 
infrastructure is all about.”

BIG SHEARS: Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena used a pair of giant scissors to cut a ribbon strung across 
Belfield Drive. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

■ Flood
(Continued from page 1)

johnstonsunrise.net
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BANKRUPTCY
 Flat $95000 Atty. Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dave@ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

Senior Wash & Set .....................................  $15.00
Senior Wash & Set with Cut ....................$25.00
Senior Color & Cut .......................................$55.00
Senior Color ....................................................$45.00
Senior Perms ..................................................$45.00
Senior Perm with Haircut .........................$55.00

Free Gift 
for All New Clients,
Service with Dolores

By Appointment only 
Ask for Dolores 

Cell: (401) 639-8515
Salon: (401) 383-7750

SeNior CitizeNS DiSCouNt
MoNDAyS oNly

Salon Coconuts
h A i r  s A l o n

1458 Park avenue, Cranston • (401) 383-7750

By RORY SCHULER

Danny Ortiz opened the Supreme Star 
Café shortly before the pandemic shut-
tered businesses worldwide. 

The café, next to an appointment-only 
gym that features personal training, ca-
ters to healthy diets.

“We specialize in healthy style foods, 
protein shakes and healthy meal preps,” 
said Supreme Café Manager Cynthia 
Sweeney. “You can get 10 meal preps 
in a weekly meal plan at a reasonably 
priced $79.”

The café and fitness center were built 
inside a well-known Chinese food land-
mark, the former China Jade restaurant, 
in Town Hall Plaza.

“This place was empty for 10 years,” 
Ortiz said, standing in the café. “It was 
an empty eggshell in here. We built all 
this.”

Owner’s Name: Danny Ortiz
Business Name: Supreme Star Café 
Business Address: Town Hall Plaza, 
1511 Atwood Ave.
Business Web site: 
www.supremestarfitness.com
Length of Operation: 18 months
Hours: Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
Business Phone: 401-680-7342
Business Description: Healthy foods, 
dietary supplements, meal preps to go, 
and smoothies all next door to a fitness 
center, which offers personal training by 
appointment.
Owner’s Address: Providence
Entrepreneur’s Quote: “Life is easy with 
Supreme Star and Café. We give it all.”
Social Media: On Instagram, Twitter 
and Facebook @supreme_star_fitness

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the second 
installment of an ongoing series focusing 
on Johnston’s smallest businesses. “The 
Smallest” will profile proprietors with few 
or no employees, how they make a buck, the 
challenges they face, and why they decided 
to start their own business in Johnston. If 
you know a business owner who deserves 
a profile, or would like to see a story about 
your business, please contact Johnston 
Sun Rise Editor Rory Schuler at rorys@
rhodybeat.com.

THE SMALLEST 

Supreme Star Cafe feeds you, and 
then helps you work off the calories

SMALL OPERATION: The Supreme Star 
Café has just three employees: owner Danny 
Ortiz, Manager Cynthia Sweeney and Chloe 
Bendoim.



Opinion

LETTERS

School Committees aren’t public health officials. So their 
public health decisions are bound to be far from perfect.

One theme united two very different sides of the heated 
debate over mask mandates in schools.

Rhode Island’s state government abandoned town and 
city school districts, letting them twist in the winds of a 
complicated pandemic, failing to provide leadership at a 
time when leadership was sorely needed.

Finally, on Monday night, the state’s Council on Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education issued a statewide mask 
mandate.

Johnston’s parents never had the opportunity for debate, 
since the argument was left off the meeting’s regular agen-
da. Parents in favor of masks in school were blindsided by 
the Johnston School Committee’s decision to make masks 
optional.

Parents from both sides of this argument have been rat-
tling off statistics to fit their argument. Statistics can be 

found to sup-
port or derail any 
school’s reopening 
plan.

That’s why it’s 
incredibly im-
portant for large 

health agencies, with scientists and data analysts on staff, to 
make sweeping public health policy.

The vast majority of School Committee members are not 
qualified to make public health decisions. Yet, in Rhode Is-
land, they had been left to do exactly that.

Last year, as the Ocean State prepped its children for 
what promised to be a complicated year, parents were at 
least united in their fears and uncertainty.

Parents had a choice. They could keep their children 
home for distance learning, or send them to school, masked, 
during a pandemic.

No Rhode Island parent enjoyed making that decision. 
But at least they had a choice.

Now, as the 2021-22 school year approaches, the choices 
have been stripped away. 

No one can blame parents for wanting options. No one 
can blame parents for wanting to keep their children safe.

Everyone can blame the state for playing the political 
safe-game and passing the buck to School Committees.

The Delta variant has complicated the situation. The one 
merciful twist to this pandemic had been its sparing of chil-
dren.

With the emergence of this latest mutation, children seem 
to be getting sicker, quicker, and a 60 percent spike in pedi-
atric cases in Rhode Island, over the summer, should trigger 
alarms in every school district.

All government agencies are capable of error. The biggest 
mistake, however, is to stall in the face of danger, paralyzed 
by indecision.

The Rhode Island Department of Health and the admin-
istration of Gov. Daniel McKee have been letting the Ocean 
State’s school officials and parents twist in the winds of a 
fierce, evolving pandemic, pitted against each other, locked 
in a screaming match nobody could win.

Finally, the Ocean State’s Council on Elementary and 
Secondary Education stepped up to fill the void. Their bold 
decision Monday night will twist arms.

And the governor’s office has already started insisting 
that’s what they meant all along. Sorry, governor, you can’t 
have it both ways. You refused to take a leadership stance 
on this issue. The state’s real leaders have emerged.
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Twisting the debate

To the Editor:
Recently the Johnston 

School Committee made 
the decision to disregard 
the recommendations of 
the CDC and the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediat-
rics to require universal 
masking in Johnston 
Public School. The deci-
sion puts our children at 
risk, especially the chil-
dren under 12 that are too 
young to be vaccinated. 

I am a practicing at-
torney with a PhD in Lit-
erature and as such, I am 
absolutely unqualified to 
be making public health 
decisions for children in 
our schools. Those with-
out any background in 
academic research or 
data analysis are even 
less qualified to be mak-
ing such decisions. Auto 
body shop owners, jew-
elry store owners, real-
tors, financial officers, and 
employees of RI Resource 
Recovery, are also not 
qualified to make public 
health decisions for our 
schools. The people that 

are qualified to make such 
decisions and recommen-
dations are the experts 
at the CDC, the pediatri-
cians that are members of 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, and the other 
highly trained virologist, 
epidemiologist, and in-
fectious disease experts 
across the country, the 
majority of which are urg-
ing universal masking in 
schools. 

The CDC has said: “[d]
ue to the circulating and 
highly contagious Delta 
variant, CDC recom-
mends universal indoor 
masking by all students 
(age 2 and older), staff, 
teachers, and visitors to 
K-12 schools, regardless 
of vaccination status.”

Yet, in a stunning dis-
play of hubris, the John-
ston School Committee 
has decided to disregard 
the recommendations of 
these experts. 

Mr. LaFazia presented 
this as a both sides issue, 
however, one side is com-
posed of experts with the 

education, training, and 
experience necessary to 
have informed recom-
mendations, the other is 
composed of untrained 
and unqualified individu-
als completely lacking the 
experience necessary to 
provide any public health 
recommendations. 

By presenting this as a 
both sides issue and el-
evating the uneducated 
and unquailed to the level 
of experts, Mr. LaFazia 
and the rest of the School 
Committee are also telling 
our kids that education 
does not matter—exper-
tise and the years of edu-
cation required to achieve 
it does not matter—as 
long as you have Google 
and Facebook, your mis-
informed opinion is just 
as valid. 

Mr. LaFazia tried to jus-
tify the Committee’s vote 
by pointing to the towns 
high vaccination rate and 
the fact that 90% of school 
staff is vaccinated. How-
ever, 100% of children un-
der 12 are unvaccinated 

and completely depen-
dent on Johnston Public 
Schools and the School 
Committee to do every-
thing possible to protect 
them (which is also why 
virtual options should be 
available for children at 
high risk or with high-risk 
family members). More-
over, while I am unaware 
of any data on the subject, 
it is not wild speculation 
to imagine that the same 
parents that are against 
masks are also the parents 
most likely to be against 
vaccinations, which 
means the kids most like-
ly to contract the virus are 
the ones that will be sent 
to school without masks. 
Masking helps prevent 
the infected from spread-
ing the virus as much, if 
not more than, it prevents 
the uninfected from con-
tracting the virus. 

With Grave Concern 
and Disappointment,
Barnaby McLaughlin, 

Esq. PhD
A Johnston Parent

To the Editor: 
It is very concerning 

that Rhode Island schools 
are not protecting those 
that are vulnerable to the 
virus, children that can 
not be vaccinated along 
with the immunocompro-
mised.

They are sending these 
kids off to the wolves with 
no mask, no social dis-
tancing and no policies to 
protect them.   No other 
option. Masks are only ef-
fective if everyone wears 
them.

They are made to pre-
vent the spread of the vi-
rus, not necessarily protect 
the person wearing it.  Not 
only is this plan unsafe,  
but it is also unequitable.

Kids that will wear 
masks will have no option 
for a mask break, have no 
choice but to be in close 
quarters with unmasked 
children and adults, po-
tentially be bullied at 
school for being one of 
the few that wear a mask, 
anxiety about “catching 
or spreading Covid” and 
there is no distant learning 

option to keep our chil-
dren and families safe. 

Kids don’t have a choice 
to go to school,  so in order 
to be compliant with pro-
viding a safe and nurtur-
ing environment as stated 
in most if not all school 
policies, masks need to 
be mandated and policies 
need to be put in place 
along with an alternative 
for those who can’t attend 
in-person for safety rea-
sons to protect themselves 
and their families.

Layered protection 
of masking, handwash-
ing, social distancing and 
avoiding crowds,  are all 
evidence-based practices 
to protect children and 
adults from falling ill and 
to help stop the virus from 
spreading.  

As a parent of a child 
who can’t be vaccinated, a 
parent of one who is fully 
vaccinated, a daughter 
who lives with her elderly 
parents one of which is im-
munocompromised and 
a fully vaccinated nurse 
... I am pleading to please 
make masks mandatory 

in school or offer distant 
learning as an option!

You gave parents a 
choice to not mask their 
child,  now take the steps 
to provide an option to 
all others as others had 
before. Steps have been 
taken to protect Congress, 
state and local leaders, col-
lege students, healthcare 
workers and patients, con-
gregate care settings and 
businesses, but no one is 
protecting the children 
and vulnerable adults!

Masks are the bare min-
imum that could be done 
to allow a safer return to 
school!

Follow science and 
evidenced-based practice 
instead of politics and par-
ents that have every ex-
cuse for their child to not 
wear one. 

They have the right to 
parental decisions in their 
own homes and lives, but 
not at the cost of others 
and certainly not in public 
schools. The school com-
mittee should be ashamed 
of themselves for allowing 
a handful of parents to de-

termine the course of ac-
tion in schools instead of 
looking at the facts. 

It is not okay to wait un-
til there is a problem, pre-
vention is priority. Most 
parents are unaware when 
committee meetings are 
for many reasons; poor 
communication,  language 
barriers, transportation 
etc.

In Johnston the school 
committee didn’t list in 
the agenda that there 
would be a vote for masks 
and the return plan, only 
had the speakers listed 
that were going to speak 
on masking. 

They did it behind the 
community’s back and let 
us find out online.

This is an unsafe and in-
equitable return.

At minimum, mandate 
masks in schools to help 
prevent the spread and 
keep our children and 
families safe! Evidence-
based science and facts 
over politics!

Michele Pinheiro
A Johnston Parent
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Call 732-3100 LegaL Notices
PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday August 24th, 2021; 

6:00 P.M.
IN PERSON  

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

AGENDA

 I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL 
CALL

 II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 III. NEW BUSINESS

PB 21-18 – Giarrusso Meadows - 
Preliminary Plan and Public Meet-
ing of a Minor Subdivision.  Lo-
cated at 104 Peck Hill Road AP 43 
Lot 151 - Zoned R-40.  Applicant 
Antonio Giarrusso.  A Public Meet-
ing on a proposed 5 lot minor subdi-
vision where all lots will be accessed 
off of a Town Road.

PB 21-25 – Vel-Tree Scituate Ave 
Subdivision – Preliminary Plan 
and Public Meeting of Private 
Road Minor Subdivision. Located 
adjacent to and behind 137 Scitu-
ate Avenue.  AP 44 Lot 18 – Zoned 
R-40. Applicant Nicholas Veltri. A 
Public Meeting on a proposed 4 lot 
minor subdivision where all lots will 
be accessed off of a Town Road.  
One lot is the site of the previously 
approved GD Johnston-Scituate 
solar field.  The three remaining lots 
are to be developed as single-family 
housing.

PB 21-27 – Central Pike Sub-
division – Public Meeting on 

a proposed Master Plan for a 
Minor Subdivision.  Located at 
1257 Central Pike. AP 43 Lot 96 
– Zoned R-40. Applicant - A.G. 
Construction. A Public Meeting on 
a proposed 4 lot minor subdivision 
where all lots will be accessed off of 
a Private Road.

PB 20-23 – Taylor Rd Development 
– Public Hearing on a proposed 6 
lot Conservation Development 
Preliminary Plan.  Located at 
34 Taylor Road.  AP 30 Lot 16 – 
Zoned R-40. A Public Hearing on a 
proposed 6 lot subdivision with open 
space. 

PB 17-36 - Hopkins Pond - Public 
Meeting to discuss the REVISED 
Site Layout.  Located behind 620 
Central Avenue.  AP 44 Lot 26 - 
Zoned PD.  A Public Meeting to dis-
cuss a development where the final 
construction differs from what was 
approved and a possible vote to ap-
prove the change plans.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT & 
SPECIAL ITEMS 
1. Comprehensive Plan Update
2. Bishop Heights Subdivision 
– Call of the Improvement Guar-
antee

NOTE - The Full Plan set is available 
for review in the Planning Office 100 
Irons Avenue Monday through Fri-
day, 8AM to noon and 1PM to 3PM 
and on the Town’s webpage under 
Quick Links. 

8/6, 8/13, 8/20/21

JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD
MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, August 26th, 2021
at 6:30 PM

Johnston Senior Center 
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is here by given that the Zon-
ing Board of Review will hold its 
monthly meeting on August 26, 2021 
at 6:30 pm, at Johnston Senior Cen-
ter, 1291 Hartford Avenue.  All per-
sons interested in the following pro-
posals are requested to be present 
at this time.  The assembly facilities 
are accessible to the handicapped.  
Persons requiring special accom-
modations shall call the Zoning Of-
fice at least 48 hours in advance 
of the meeting (401) 231-4000 ext 
4117.  Persons utilizing TDD equip-
ment may contact the Town through 
“Relay Rhode Island” at 1-800-745-
6675.  The agenda for the evening 
will be as follows, subject to change:

Old Business
File 2021-9 – Petition of Mohamad 
Yaser & Rhonda Sasa, Owner/Ap-
plicant for 1056 Atwood Avenue, 
AP 24 Lots 9, zoned R-15.  The 
petitioner is seeking a Dimensional 
variance to create 2 lots that do not 
conform to lot requirements and a 
Use Variance to Construct a Two-
Family Dwelling on one of the newly 
created Lots. 

New Business
File 2021-18 – Petition of Leevan 
Sano/Xavier Investments, Owner/
Applicant for 577 Killingly Street, 

AP 13 Lot 170, zoned B-2.  The pe-
titioner is seeking a Special User 
Permit 340-75 for a proposal of 
scooter rentals and sales of associ-
ated items. 

File 2021-21 – Petition of Daniel 
Venditelli/Divine Investments, 
Inc., Owner/Applicant for Scituate 
Avenue, AP 44 Lots 396, zoned 
R-20.  The petitioner is seeking a 
dimensional variance 340 rear yard 
requirement. Proposed Single Fam-
ily Dwelling. 

File 2021-22 – Petition of Thomas 
Mitson, Owner/Applicant for Ludlow 
Street, AP 10 Lots 336, zoned R-15.  
The petitioner is seeking a dimen-
sional variance section 340. Pro-
posed Single Family Dwelling. 

File 2019-34 – Extension of Spe-
cial use permit granted on No-
vember 8, 2019. 279 Scituate Av-
enue. Plat 44 Lot 263. 

NOTE:  If a Case has not been 
called for a hearing by 10:30 
p.m., the Board, at its discretion, 
may continue the Case to a sub-
sequent or a special meeting.  
The Agenda and Minutes are avail-
able for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through 
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. at the Building Office, 100 Irons 
Avenue, Johnston.

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

8/13, 8/20/21

“We are still not offering synchro-
nous learning in the district,” DiL-
ullo said. “As time goes on, who 
knows what will happen? Hope-
fully we won’t get to that point.”

DiLullo spoke to the DOH on 

Tuesday to get a grip on the newest 
data set. 

“I just got off a call with the De-
partment of Health,” DiLullo said. 
“They gave us the latest numbers 
they have on pediatric cases.”

According to the DOH, there 
were 139 pediatric COVID-19 cases 
statewide as of July 25, among the 
state’s 5-17 year olds.

By Aug. 1, that number has 
swelled to 231, a massive 60 percent 
jump.

“We want to get as many kids 
back to school as possible,” DiLullo 
said, adding that the decision to en-
force mask mandates has triggered 
strong feelings among the district’s 
parents. “It’s really unfortunate that 
it has to be one way or another.”

■ Masks
(Continued from page 1)

FIRST JAB: 
Lyric Davila, 

13, of 
Johnston, 

got her first 
COVID-19 
vaccination 

shot at 
Walgreens 
on July 28. 
(Courtesy 

photo)
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Sun Rise Scoops
By MERI R. KENNEDY

 
Rhode Island State Police Citizen’s 

Academy announced
 Have you ever wanted to get an inside 

look at the Rhode Island State Police? 
 They are seeking Rhode Islanders 

for the 2021 Rhode Island State Police 
Citizens Academy. The 6-week Academy 
meets every Monday from 6-9 pm, Sep-
tember 27 through November 1, 2021. 

 The curriculum includes briefings and 
hands-on experience in officer safety, pa-
trol operations and procedures, response 
to resistance, domestic violence investi-
gations, critical incident/victim assis-
tance, and investigative techniques. 

 They are looking forward to this op-
portunity to engage in conversations and 
build stronger relationships between 
our troopers and the communities they 
serve.

 Seats are limited, and applications 
must be received by September 17. Ap-
ply today! 

 For additional information and to 
apply online, visit: http://ow.ly/tdYB-
50FLZIF

 
Mindfulness Meditation

 Mindfulness Meditation will be held 
at the Warwick Center for the Arts, 3259 
Post Rd. in Warwick on the first and 
third Mondays of each month. It is free 
and open to the public.

 Their mindfulness meditation is led 
by Paulette Miller. The sessions offer a 
westernized, secular version of Vipassa-
na, also known as insight, open-hearted, 
and analytic meditation. Sessions often 
include guided breathing meditation, 
movement meditation, loving-kindness 
meditation, and music meditation. The 
meditation exercises are guided and no 
experience is necessary.

 For further information: www.war-
wickcfa.org or 401-737-0010.

 
Reunion for Mt. Pleasant High 

School Class of 1970
 The 50th Class Reunion for Mt. Pleas-

ant High School will be held on Oct. 29 at 
the Santa Maria DiPrata Society, located 
at 29 Walnut Grove Ave. in Cranston. 
The evening will begin at 6:30 and run 
through 11:30 p.m.

 Tickets are $50 per person and please 
contact Vin DeTora at 401-232-0856 or 
Joan LaVallee Gelfuso at 401-578-2220. 
Please RSVP by October 5, 2021

 Dream Center
The MS Dream Center is looking to 

reward outstanding individuals in the 
community by recognizing their efforts 
to “make a difference” and they need 
your help!  Nominate someone and tell 
us why you think he/she is deserving of 
being acknowledged.  

 Three people will be chosen and each 
will receive two tickets to the upcoming 
“An Evening to Remember” event on 
Saturday, September 25 at 6 p.m. at the 
Crowne Plaza in Warwick. Each person 
will receive special recognition at the 
event.  

 Entries must be received by Wednes-
day, September 1 via online submission 
at www.msdreamcenter.org; please in-
clude contact information of nominator 
and nominee as winners will be con-
tacted directly and winners will be de-

termined by representatives of the MS 
Dream Center and Accessible RI.

 
Church seeking vendors for Holiday 

Bazaar
Our Lady of Grace Church, located at 

4 Lafayette St. in Johnston, would like in-
vite vendors to participate in its Holiday 
Bazaar on Oct. 17. There will be crafters, 
vendors, a penny social, food and more. 
For information, contact Pat Leon at 
(401) 529-7592.

 
Bowl for Kid’s Sake

 Big Brothers Big Sisters of Rhode Is-
land (BBBSRI) will host its 5th Annual 
Bowl for Kids’ Sake (BFKS), on Saturday, 
Sept. 25 from 11 am to 2 pm at Lang’s 
Bowlarama in Cranston. 

 Participants can sign up in teams of 
five to participate in a private bowling 
party, and raise donations from family, 
friends and colleagues leading up to the 
event—with a fundraising goal of $100 
for each participant.

 You’ll also have the chance to win 
raffle prizes...and really great karma for 
giving back to local kids!

 No experience is required – just a 
desire to have fun and support youth 
mentoring. 100% of the proceeds from 
this event stay in Rhode Island and help 
Big Brothers Big Sisters fulfill their mis-
sion. Donate today or register your team 
at: https://secure.qgiv.com/event/
bbbsri2021/

 
‘Shakespeare Under the Stars’

“Shakespeare Under the Stars” will 
come to Cranston on Friday and Satur-
day, Aug. 27-28, at the Governor Sprague 
Mansion, located on Cranston Street.

What Cheer, Shakespeare? Theatre 
Company, founded by Cranston resident 
Joseph Wallace and his partner Karen 
Valcourt, will be staging Shakespeare’s 
comedy “Two Gentlemen of Verona” at 
7 p.m. both nights, weather permitting.

The company has been producing 
“Shakespeare Under the Stars” in vari-
ous locations throughout southern New 
England. It is the longest continuously 
running Shakespeare company now 
performing in Rhode Island. With a 
style that can be best described as “ir-
reverent,” the company strives to bring 
Shakespeare to everybody, regardless of 
their previous experience or knowledge. 
While remaining true to the text, the ac-
tors wear modern clothes, and there’s 
almost no scenery. The focus is on en-
tertaining the audience with some of the 
greatest works ever produced.

 Several members of Wallace’s and 
Valcourt’s Company are former students 
from the drama program at Cranston 
High School East, where Wallace has 
taught for 31 years. Several Rhode Island 
theater veterans also make up the cast 
and crew, including director Christopher 
Ferreira, who has worked for most of the 
amateur theater companies in the state.

 Tickets for the event cost $20 online at 
eventbrite.com and $22 at the door. Chil-
dren 14 and under will be admitted free 
of charge. For more information, call or 
text (508) 933-4233.

 
“Holidaze Bazar”

 Members of Lady of Grace Church, lo-
cated at 15 George Waterman Rd, John-
ston will be hosting their “HOLIDAZE 
BAZAR” this fall (Oct. 17 at 9:30 a.m. to 4 

p.m.) and are calling for anyone interest-
ed in being a vendor to begin to contact 
them. There will be crafters, vendors, a 
Penny Social and more.

 For more information, please call Pat 
at 529-7592.

 
NAMI-Is There For You

 At NAMI Rhode Island (our lo-
cal chapter of the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness), they believe that when 
a friend or family member develops a 
mental health condition, it’s important 
to know that you are not alone. Fam-
ily members and caregivers often play a 
large role in helping and supporting the 
millions of people in the United States 
who experience mental health conditions 
each year. Many family members and 
caregivers experience the same thoughts 
and questions you might be having now.

 You may be trying to help a family 
member who doesn’t have access to care 
or doesn’t want help or you may want 
to learn how to support and encourage 
someone who has been hospitalized or 
experienced a similar mental health cri-
sis.

 At NAMI-RI they realize that the 
challenges of mental illness do not only 
affect an individual’s family members 
but also friends, teachers, neighbors, co-
workers and others in the community. 
Here we use the terms family member 
and caregiver interchangeably to refer 
to someone giving emotional, financial 
or practical support to a person with a 
mental health condition. Whether you’re 
providing a lot of assistance or very lit-
tle, NAMI-RI can help you better under-
stand the issues that you might face

 For more information on programs, 
support and other resources, visit the 
Rhode Island chapter of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness at namirhode-
island.org, call 401-331-3060 or email 
info@namirhodeisland.org.

 
Seeking vendors

 Our Lady of Grace Church, located at 
4 Lafayette St. in Johnston, would like in-
vite vendors to participate in their Holi-
day Bazaar on Oct. 17.

 There will be crafters, vendors, a Pen-
ny Social, Food and more! For informa-
tion, contact Pat Leon at 529-7592.

 ‘Resilience’ at Warwick Center for 
the Arts

 Warwick Center for the Arts, located 
at 3259 Post Road in Warwick, will host 
“Resilience: a Juried Exhibit for Native 
American Artists” now through Sept. 4. 

 This exhibit is a collaborative partner-
ship between the Warwick Center for the 
Arts, Tomaquag Museum, and RISCA’s 
Atrium Gallery Travelling Exhibits. It is 
being curated by Angel Beth Smith of the 
Narragansett tribe, a professional art-
ist with more than 30 years’ experience 

providing artistic content, teaching, and 
marketing support to academic institu-
tions, churches and private organiza-
tions.

For more information, visit www.war-
wickcfa.org.

 
Johnston Senior Center Back in Ac-

tion
 The dining room is now open the 

Johnston Senior Center daily at noon on 
Monday to Friday. Call Brenda for reser-
vations @ 944-3343 Ext 109.

 A trip is planned for Sept.12 through 
17 to Myrtle Beach for 6 days and 5 
nights at the price of $998 per person 
(double occupancy) and $1,287 for single 
occupancy. Contact Ellen at 944-3343 for 
further information.

 On a weekly basis, the Center offers 
- Mondays: Walk away the pound from 
9 to 9:30 a.m. and crafts at 10:30 a.m.; 
Tuesdays: Bocce from 9:30 to 11 a.m. and 
Tai Chi at 1 p.m.; Wednesdays: Quilting 
at 9:30 a.m.; Bocce at 9:30 a.m.; Zumba 
at 10 to 10:45 a.m. and Chair Strong & 
Fit at 11 a.m.; Thursdays: Walk away the 
pounds- 9:30 a.m.; Bocce - 9:30 to 11 a.m.; 
Fridays - Line Dancing at 10 to 10:45 a.m. 
and Zumba at 11 to 11:45 a.m.

 
Greek Festival dates announced

The dates of the 35th annual Cranston 
Greek Festival have been announced as 
Sept. 10-12, 2021. More updates will fol-
low.

 
Friends of the Mohr Public Library

 Friends of the Mohr Public Library is a 
501(c)3 non-profit corporation dedicated 
to Mohr Library.

 Members of the Friends plan and run 
book sales and carry out other fundrais-
ing activities to allow Mohr Library to 
increase services and programs.

 The Friends welcome new mem-
bers who are willing to support either 
through donations, membership dues, 
or through volunteering their time.

 To find out more, contact library direc-
tor at 231-4980 (press 7).

 
Over 65 Golf League

 Attention all golfers 65 and older – if 
you are interested in golfing in a mixed 
league, the Over 65 Golf League, on 
Mondays at Harbor Lights, 150 Gray St., 
Warwick, please contact Carol Desforges 
at Desac63@gmail. Please indicate your 
name, phone number and email in your 
message.

 To be a member or a spare (sub) in the 
league, you pay dues which include sea-
son play (May- Sept. 13, 2021), playoffs 
(Sept. 20- Oct. 4), scramble tournament 
(Oct. 13) and a banquet with distribution 
of prizes (Oct. 13). The membership dues 
are $55, or $30 for spares not attending 
the banquet.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

spotlight BUSINESSon

Atwood Pharmacy
A family-owned independent pharmacy that works for you

By JENNIFER COATES

In today’s world of big box 
chain stores, nothing seems 
less personal than a big box 
pharmacy store. Long lines 
of customers who “take a 
number” to hold their place 
in the queue. Aisles lined with 
knick knacks, snacks, and 
incidentals. A huge corporation 
which directs from some 
distant office, far from the 
faces and places it serves.

For most people, these 
chain stores feel like their only 
option. Where else can you get 
the much-needed and closely 
safeguarded medications that 
we so often urgently need?

Well, Zahan Akbar, a 
Rhode-Island raised doctor of 
pharmacy, is here to tell you 
that there is not only another 
option to the big box stores, 
there is a far better option. 
That option is a family-owned, 
independent pharmacy, one 
just like his newly opened 
pharmacy in Johnston.

Zahan Akbar graduated from 
URI’s College of Pharmacy in 
2015. He is from a long line of 

independent pharmacists in 
Maryland and New York; he is 
also married to a Yale-educated 
clinical pharmacist, his wife 
Hania. Following his graduation, 
Akbar worked for five years at 
a CVS in Connecticut. While 
there, he filled thousands of 
prescriptions but left this well-
known retail store feeling more 
learned, but less connected 
to his profession ~ and his 
customers. This experience led 
to the realization of Atwood 
Pharmacy.

Atwood Pharmacy opened 
its doors in late June. Today, 
the pharmacy literally gleams 
with newness with its sparkling 
white walls, meticulously 
stocked shelves, and open-to-
view, secure section for your 
prescription medications.

Atwood Pharmacy offers so 
much more than one might 
expect. This is a one-stop 
shop for everything that larger 
chains offer, but on a smaller, 
more personal scale. In fact, if 
there is anything a customer 
doesn’t find within the walls of 
the pharmacy, Akbar will get it 
within 24 hours.

This is one of the things that 
sets independent pharmacist’s 
apart – they are in close contact 
with what their customers 
need. The store has everything 
one might need, from first- 
aid, to compression-wear, to 
medical devices to over-the-
counter medications, and 
more.

Most importantly, Atwood 
Pharmacy has Dr. Akbar and his 
able Pharmacy Tech, Cranston-
native Jester Lippert. This 
dynamic duo is completely 
invested in the care and safety 
of their customers. They are also 
joined by longtime pharmacist 
Greg Natale who serves as 
a part-time pharmacist and 
consultant. Their goal is to 
turn what is thought of as an 
“Option Three” into the ONLY 
option for the residents of 
their community, one that will 
endure the test of time. . . and 
competition.

This longevity begins 
with providing outstanding 
customer services such as 
home deliveries, confidential 
consultations, and an 
impeccable record of safety 
and professionalism.

Atwood Pharmacy is located 
at 1302 Atwood Avenue 
(Unit 2) on the corner of 
Central Avenue. Hours are 
Monday through Friday, 
9:00am – 7:00pm, Saturdays, 
9:00am – 3:00pm. To learn 
more, visit them at www.
AtwoodPharmacy.com. Call 
401-300-4443 today to begin 
the easy process of transferring 
your prescriptions.

Meet Dr. Zahan Akbar and Pharmacy Tech/Marketing Manager Jester Lippert of Atwood 
Pharmacy.  Visit this new independent pharmacy and see why an independent pharmacy can 
make a world of difference in your life.

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure they’ll be reading about YOU!
For information about advertising
on this page, call 732-3100 today.

We Deliver!

Atwood 
Florist, Inc.

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston • 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

John D. Dick – Proprietor   www.atwoodflorist.com

Brighten Someone’s Day

with Flowers

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 69¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Embroidered Apparel • Screenprinted Apparel • Uniforms
Drinkware • Magnets • Calendars • Pens • Banners 
Padfolios • Holiday Cards • Key Rings • Tote Bags

Coolers • Watches • Flash Drives • and much MORE!
Contact Bob Giberti

for all your promotional product needs:
401-732-3100 • BobG@rhodybeat.com

CREATIVE PRODUCTS • INNOVATIVE IDEAS • PERSONALIZED SERVICE

YOUR
DESIGN
HERE

GRAND OPENING
Where Community 

meets Health
All Insurances Accepted

Drive-Thru Available
Fast and Convenient Service

Free Delivery
Prescriptions Filled

Healthcare Products offered
Competitive Pricing

1302 Atwood Ave., Johnston
401-300-4443
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Sports
What’s the deal with 
Mickey Stevens?

Earlier this month I cov-
ered some American Le-
gion baseball action over 
at the Mickey Stevens 
complex in Warwick.

In the three-plus years 
that I have been in Rhode 
Island, Mickey Stevens has 
been one of the most talk-
ed about subjects that I can 
think of. Most of you know 
the conditions of the com-
plex, but for those of you 
that do not, they are lousy.

The complex has mul-
tiple baseball fields, tennis 
courts, parking lots, there 
is a ton of space that has 
been neglected for years 
and it essentially has de-
volved into overgrowth 
and a collection of poorly 
surfaced lots.

Now, back in 2020, for-
mer Warwick Mayor Jo-
seph Solomon unveiled 
a plan and vision of his 
which was to do a mas-
sive overhaul of the com-
plex and create one of the 
state’s best sporting facili-
ties.

Since then, the talks 
have seemed to cool down 
and locals have taken no-
tice.

This summer, I have had 
numerous people reach-
ing out or approaching 
me regarding the situation 
and simply the headache 
that Mickey Stevens has 
become. I wish I could 
provide more answers 
at this time, but for what 
it’s worth, I am going to 
give you my observations 
and thoughts on the mat-
ter since I never really 
have. When Solomon an-
nounced the plans I spoke 
about how excited I was, 
but I never really dug into 
it.

I must admit, when go-
ing down there a couple 
weeks back, I was appalled 
by the conditions.

Two baseball fields 
were in use and although 
they were in good enough 
shape to be used, it was a 
strange environment for 
each. The dugouts were 
unwelcoming, the infield 
was sloppy and the out-
field looked a little long 
from afar. 

Honestly, the league 

would probably have been 
better off finding any large 
patch of mowed grass, 
throwing some bases in a 
diamond formation and 
playing … Anyone with a 
big backyard would have 
provided a better venue 
and I am not being sar-
castic one bit. Of course, 
this is a fantasy land sce-
nario, but it was strange to 
watch.

As for the tennis courts, 
they were unusable. 

Between large cracks, 
chunks of pavement 
ripped away, uneven sur-
faces, poor net conditions, 
they could not be used in 
a reasonable competition. 
The parking lots were the 
same, I felt like I was off-
roading by simply driv-
ing 5 miles per hour and 
could not really decipher 
where to park because the 
lines were almost entirely, 
and in some cases entire-
ly, washed away. What a 
mess.

I remember driving 
out of the facility and just 
looking around. I made a 
conscious effort to observe 
as much as I could because 
I had a feeling that this col-
umn was coming at some 
point. Now, a few reader 
inquiries later, it is time.

I had two feelings roll-
ing out of there: Disgust 
and excitement.

Disgust for the obvi-
ous reasons. You have this 
massive plot of land that 
has a foundation and po-
tential to be incredibly use-
ful and something to boast 
about for not only War-
wick but the entire state of 

My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

Capuano set for RI Hockey HOF induction
By ALEX SPONSELLER

Dave Capuano is set to be induct-
ed into the Rhode Island Hockey 
Hall of Fame later this month as a 
member of the 2020 class.

Capuano played high school 
hockey for Mount St. Charles and 
was named All-State twice. He 

would then play for Division I Uni-
versity of Maine where he was a 
two-time All-American and a two-
time Hobey Baker Award finalist, 
which is awarded to the country’s 
top player.

Capuano is still UMaine’s all-
time leading scorer in both goals 
and points and is second in assists 

in the program’s history. 
He then would go on to play pro-

fessionally, making five stops across 
the NHL and wrapping things up 
after the 1993-94 season. He has 
since been inducted into both the 

Hall of Famer

HEADED TO THE HALL: Dave Capuano and his daughter Jaclyn show off the jersey given to members of the 
RI Hockey Hall of Fame. Capuano will be inducted as a member of the 2020 class. (Submitted photo)

CAPUANO- PAGE 14■ PITCH- PAGE 15■
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JOINING THE CLUB: Dave Capuano (left) and Paul Guay (right) receive applause 
at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center as they were announced members of the RI Hockey 
Hall of Fame in this file photo. (Photo courtesy of the RI Hockey HOF)

■ Capuano
(Continued from page 13)

Mount St. Charles and UMaine Athletic 
Halls of Fame. 

Now, he will be heading to his third 
ring of honor, joining an impressive list 
of locals which also includes his brother, 
Jack, who is a member of the RI Hockey 
Hall of Fame.

“It’s quite an honor. When you start 
playing hockey, this isn’t one of your 
goals. It’s just incredible to join some of 
the names that are in there now and those 
that I’m sure will be there in the future. 
When the committee selects your name, 
it feels good, it’s an accomplishment,” 
said Capuano, who is excited to be able to 
share the moment with his family. “To be 
able to share that with Jack and my par-
ents, it’s a really neat thing. It’s humbling 
on the same token, too. I got my shirt, got 
my plaque, so it’s pretty cool to know that 
you and your brother are going to be en-
trenched in that forever.”

The ceremony will be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 28 at 10 p.m. and will be broadcasted 

on WSBE TV36 as well as YouTube. Due to 
the ongoing pandemic, the ceremony will 
be totally virtual.

Although Capuano is disappointed to 
not be able to have all of his family and 
friends present, he appreciates the work 
that the committee and Chairman Vin Ci-
mini have put into making it available.

“It’s a really cool event to have with 
those people that you grew up with. The 
local guys that spent a lot of time coach-
ing over at CLCF and Edgewood. I wish 
that they could be there, but it is what it is. 
Vin Cimini and the committee have done 
a great job of getting it out there and have 
worked very hard. It’s nice that it will be 
receiving coverage,” said Capuano. 

He is also excited to be enshrined along-
side some great company, including some 
old friends in the hockey community.

“Garth Snow, he went to Mount Saint 
Charles and then to Maine, so we went 
down many of the same paths, which 
makes it special to be inducted with him. 
Paul Guay, his father, They were an in-
tricate family in Mount St. Charles. It’s a 
great honor,” said Capuano. 

FAMILY BUSINESS: Dave Capuano along with his parents, Elaine and Jack, at his 
brother Jack’s induction back in 2019.
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■ Pitch
(Cont. from page 13)

Rhode Island. What a 
waste of space and poten-
tial.

But, on the flip side, that 
is why I felt a sense of ex-
citement, as well as hope 
that the city goes through 
with the plans and re-
vamps it in the next couple 
years.

Think about it … mul-
tiple baseball fields, a foot-
ball stadium for multiple 
sports, new tennis and bas-
ketball courts? All of that 
with abundant parking 
and a central location in 
the state? With the hockey 
rink and pool adjacent? 
Holy cow, what a prospect. 

I’ll admit, I am not a po-
litical journalist. In terms 
of money, budgeting, staff-
ing, I offer very little exper-
tise. Point being, I am not 
sure the hold up and I am 
not totally up to date on 
what the next steps will be.

When talking to some 
of our local coaches and 
parents, not many people 
seem to know either.

My hope is that the city 
turns this facility around. 
The city has been begging 
for it for years and rightly 
so. Why shouldn’t it strive 
to be its best and provide 
citizens with a top-notch 
facility when only money 
is standing in the way? I 
know, money is always an 
issue, but it seems like that 

is the only big hurdle in 
the way. Plenty of space to 
work with and a founda-
tion already in place.

Let me also throw a dis-
claimer in here, I do not 
blame one single person 
or group for this. I under-
stand that when dealing 
with this much land and 
potential money, things 
will not progress overnight 
and there are a lot of boxes 
to check.

I will be a little more 
pointed over the city’s ne-
glect over the past few de-
cades, though. There is no 
excuse to allow such a ca-
pable facility to rot the way 
that it has. It is not one per-
son or group’s fault, but a 
city-wide letdown. Heck, 
I’ll even take some blame 
for not being more aggres-
sive in covering the topic.

This could be such a 
beautiful use of property 
for the city and an amazing 
opportunity to provide the 
locals with something to 
be proud of. I don’t think 
that it is far-fetched to as-
sume that it would imme-
diately be the go-to place 
in the state for big events 
whether it be youth, high 
school, college, and maybe 
even professional. It would 
be one of the best sporting 
venues in the entire region. 

One last thought on 
it is the potential merg-
ing of high school teams. 
Both Pilgrim and Toll Gate 
are wrapped in potential 
renovations which would 

be money well-spent as 
well. While that is going 
on, we see more and more 
teams co-oping from these 
schools and I would not be 
surprised to continue to 
see this happen.

Wouldn’t this be an ex-
cellent facility to have in 
case we were to see fur-
ther merging? I think so, it 
should be a no-brainer.

We’ll see what happens 
from here, and I appreciate 
everyone that has reached 
out over the past couple 
months. I tend to give peo-
ple the benefit of the doubt 
and believe that in the next 
couple years we will see 
some activity at Mickey 
Stevens.

Will it be the overhaul 
that we’re begging for? 
Who knows? But this city 
and venue deserves some 
TLC.

Locals sail in Beetle   
Cat Championships

SPECIAL TO THE SUN RISE

On Saturday and Sunday, July 31 and 
Aug. 1, eight boats from Edgewood Yacht 
Club participated in the Leo J. Telesmanick 
Beetle Cat Championships in Chatham, 
Massachusetts, in celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the Beetle Cat boat class. 

The all-wood Beetle Cat was first built by 
John Beetle in New Bedford in 1921 and has 
been in production ever since, and Beetle 
Cats have sailed at Edgewood Yacht Club 
for nearly all of their 100-year history. 

Last weekend’s regatta, nicknamed “The 
Leo,” serves as the “World Championship” 
for the Beetle Cat class. To mark the 100th 
anniversary, a record number of 75 Beetle 

Cats participated in 6 races over two days. 
The top boat from Edgewood, which 

placed 31 of 75 overall, was skippered by 
Georgia Shuster and crewed by her sister 
Greta Shuster. While both girls are past Ju-
nior Division champions of the event, this 
year they placed 5th overall among Juniors, 
with all 4 Junior boats above them hailing 
from Chatham Yacht Club itself. 

The racing became quite exciting on Sat-
urday with high winds in Pleasant Bay, 
where one Edgewood boat snapped its 
wooden mast, another had its rig separate 
from its boat, and still another lost a gud-
geon, part of the hardware attaching its rud-
der to the boat.

SETTING SAIL: George Shuster and Stephanie Van Patten on SEASHELL, after a 
make-do repair of their steering. (Submitted photos)
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Striped bass reductions working,            
need to formalize conservation measures

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

The Atlantic States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission’s review of the perfor-
mance of the 2020 striped bass fishery 
yielded some positive news. Coastal 
states reduced total striped bass remov-
als by 28 percent in 2020, which is above 
the 18 percent reduction target from to-
tal removals coastwide in numbers of 
fish compared to 2017 levels. 

This in part was done by new regu-
lations of one fish/person/day in a slot 
size of 28 inches to less than 35 inch-
es. The aim was to reduce mortality, 
particularly of larger female fish that 
have great egg bearing potential.

Total removals include commercial 
harvest, commercial dead discards, 
recreational harvest, and recreational 
release mortality. The reductions were 
outlined in Addendum VI to the striped 
bass management plan initiated in re-
sponse to the 2018 benchmark assess-
ment. The goal was to reduce total re-
movals in order to end overfishing and 
reduce fishing mortality to the target 
levels in 2020. 

The next stock assessment update for 
striped bass, scheduled to occur in 2022, 
will provide an update on the status of 
stock relative to the biological reference 
points.  

For more information about striped 
bass from the ASMFC contact Emi-
lie Franke at efranke@asmfc.org or 
703.842.0740.        

                                                                   
Low dissolved oxygen                                   

in southern Cape Cod Bay
The Massachusetts Division of Marine 

Affairs (DMF) issued a low oxygen level 
advisory for southern Cape Cod Bay 
on August 11. Low dissolved oxygen 
at lower levels of the water column can 
lead to fish kills with species that are not 
mobile and unable to move to waters 
that have greater oxygen levels. This 
includes fin fish, crabs and lobsters that 
may be caught in traps.

DMF said in an advisory, “Prelimi-
nary data indicate that dissolved oxy-
gen (DO) levels are decreasing at some 
locations in the southern portion of 
Cape Cod Bay, within the same region 
that experienced low DO and hypoxic 
conditions in 2019 and 2020.”

DMF recommends fishermen check 

traps frequently, and possibly consider 
moving gear out of the affected region 
to prevent trapping lobsters or crabs in 
hypoxic conditions.

For information contact DMF at 
617-626-1520 or visit www.mass.gov/
marinefisheries.

Where’s the bite?
Striped bass and bluefish fishing 

has slowed in Narragansett Bay. John 
Littlefield of Archie’s Bait & Tackle, Riv-
erside said, “It has been so warm that 
anglers haven’t gone out to fish in the 
afternoon. Most activity is at night with 
anglers catching some striped bass and 
bluefish at Barrington Beach and Colt 
State Park.” Large bluefish continue 
to make their presence know at Block 
Island, earlier this week we hooked 
up with a couple of 12 and 13-pound 
fish. Capt. Ray Stachelek of Cast-A-
Fly Charters said, “We hooked up with 
what had to be a 15-pound bluefish, 
only to loose most of it to a seal off Block 
Island.” Elisa Cahill of Snug Harbor Ma-
rina, South Kingstown, said, “The bass 
bite at Block Island is strong at night 
with eels and good during the day with 
anglers trolling tube & worm on the 
Southwest Ledge.” Jeff Sullivan, an as-
sociate at Lucky Bait & Tackle, Warren 
said, “The striper bite on the Cape Cod 
Canal is exploding once again.  An-
glers are catching slot and above slot 
fish.” The striped bass regulation is one 
fish/person/day that is in a slot limit 
between 28 inches to less than 35 inches.

Summer flounder, black area bass 
and scup fishing at Block Island con-
tinues to be good. Elisa Cahill of Snug 
Harbor Marina, South Kingstown, said, 
“Lots of cool reports today (Sunday). A 
large fluke 14 pounds and 29 inches was 
caught last week by Tom Torrico of Mas-
sachusetts at Block Island. And, this 
weekend the fluke were at the Hooter 
Buoy (off Pt. Judith) along with black 
sea bass.” However, in Narragansett 
Bay the black sea bass and scup slowed 
with warm weather. Last Friday we 
had difficulty picking up a decent drift 
and conditions were very warm off the 
Sakonnet River, off Newport and in the 
Bay with few fish expect scup. “Albert 
Bettencourt one of my good customers, 
said he and his son fished for fluke in 
the Bay last week and caught 17 short 

fluke (under 19 inchers) and just two 
keepers,” said John Littlefield of Ar-
chie’s Bait & Tackle.  

Squeteague (weakfish). Angler John 
Kim reports on the RI Saltwater Anglers 
Association blog, “My buddy and I have 
caught keeper weakfish for the past two 
mornings just north of the Jamestown 
Bridge on the west side, in 20-40 feet of 
water.  This morning a massive school 
of them passed under us and they were 
going after the grub teasers on our BSB 
rigs. We thought they were bluefish 
at first because of the way they were 
fighting and peeling drag!  Literally 
snatched the grubs on the drop. Got a 
keeper each (21 and 22 inches).”

Tautog fishing season opened up Au-
gust 1 with a three fish/person/day 
limit and a 10 fish per boat maximum, 
16-inch minimum size (in both Rhode 
Island and Massachusetts). Associates 

at Quaker Lane Bait & Tackle, North 
Kingstown said the bite had been pretty 
good for the few anglers that have tau-
tog fished so far. Angler Jeff Sullivan of 
Lucky Bait & Tackle, said, “Not many 
anglers have tried tautog fishing yet as 
there is so much else to fish for and the 
water is a bit warm to tautog fish.”

Freshwater fishing has slowed with 
the heat. As things cool off a bit this 
week, fishing is expected to improve for 
largemouth bass.

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master li-
cense and charter fishing license. He serves 
on a variety of boards and commissions and 
has a consulting business focusing on clean 
oceans, habitat preservation, conservation, 
renewable energy, and fisheries related is-
sues and clients. Forward fishing news and 
photos to dmontifish@verison.net or vis-
it www.noflukefishing.com.

FLUKEZILLA: Tom Torrico of Massachusetts with the 14-pound, 29-inch fluke 
(summer flounder) he caught fishing off Block Island last week. (Submitted photos)
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Volunteers help harvest 20,000 pounds 
of produce at Westbay Farm 

RhodyLife
RHODYBEAT.COM

By JARED GUSTAFSON 

S
teve Stycos’s green thumb is all the greener thanks to an army of dedicated volunteers. 

Stycos and his fellow farm hands work at Westbay Farm, located on 1351 Center-
ville Road in Warwick. Stycos, a former member of the Cranston City Council, has 
been working there 12 years, and some of his dedicated volunteers have stuck around 
for upwards of 11 years.

His team of volunteers include Kathy Schofi ll, J. Howard, Moe Davis, Betsy Bar-
ber, Kayleigh Lagasse, Derek Bowmen, Judy Foy, Carol Kozun, Deb Santi, Ampha 
Therien, Ryan Onorato, Carol Nolan, Debbie Hedison, Jane Smith and Mary Curtin.

One of Westbay Farm’s longest serving volunteers, Kathy Schofi ll said, “It’s been 
a great experience.” 

Schofi ll also mentioned that she lives extremely close to the farm and that years ago she used to walk 
to Barton Dairy Farm to water and take care of the farm on the weekends before it was bought by the 
city as open space in 2000.

In 2005, the city worked out an agreement with Westbay Community Action to use a portion of the 
property to grow produce for the Westbay Marketplace to serve needy families.

to
feed 
the 

needy 

toto
feed feed 

Growing
Steve Stycos

�      FARM - PAGE 23

GROWING OPERATION: Westbay Farm opened up 16 years ago. The farm stand is open every Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m. Tomatoes, cabbage, green beans and eggplant were 
picked by dedicated volunteers.
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By DONNA DeLAURO 
Re/Max Real Estate Center

W
hile there will always be 
market trends to track and 
report, in all reality for many 
folks, the time to buy or sell 
depends on your unique and 
specifi c situation.

If you’re in the phase of life, ready to leave the 
family home to be on your own but renting just 
doesn’t make sense and your fi nances allow you to 
be a homeowner, then the time may be right for you. 

Perhaps your family size has increased, and you 
need more space, well, you make that move to 
upsize. 

Maybe you’re living in that spacious family home, 
fi nding yourself empty nesters, or can no longer 
manage the tasks of maintaining property, you may 
be ready make that move to downsize. 

Others make real estate investments to improve 
their portfolio.

Having the luxury of taking advantage of a healthy 
market situation, can allow a profi table transaction, 
and enjoy positive business opportunities.

Our current environment allows buyers to 
purchase property at low interest rates, affording 
more for their budget. There are a variety of loan 
products for buyers to utilize based on their credit 
standing, fi nancial situation, and affordability.

Sellers are enjoying increased home values due 
to an overall lack of inventory, and buyers excited 
to take advantage of those lower interest rates, and 
affordable loan products.

When sellers are in a position to either move up or 
downsize, the increased inventory will level out the 
balance to a more “normal” market

There are many tools available for buyers to be 
tuned in to available purchase opportunities, as well 
as statistics and market values. 

Buyers and their agents representing them are 
aware when properties are listed and priced well or 
overpriced for the market area.

We as Realtors are experiencing many instances 
where multiple buyers are making offers on the 
same property allowing sellers to sell their home at 
full asking price and often times more.

Although this may be the situation, in many cases 
depending on contract language or fi nancing type, 
when a sale is being fi nanced, the sale price will be 
required to meet the appraisal results at fair market 
value. 

There’s something for everyone in the current 
residential real estate market.  Buyers can take 
advantage of interest rates that have remained near 
historic lows, and many sellers who have waited for 
gains in their property equity to be able to sell, are 
now in the position to do so. 

If you would like more information either as a 
buyer, or seller, I would be happy to assist. Please 
feel free to call or email me.

Thank you

Donna DeLauro 
Realtor at Re/Max Real Estate Center
401-486-6044 cell donnadelauro@hotmail.com
Also Proud Founder of Mature Matters 
Senior Real Estate Specialist

The on-going question…

Most recent statistics for R.I single family sale activity…
Statistics released by the Rhode Island Association of Realtors indicate July 14, 2021 -- The Rhode Island Association of Realtors 
released June sales statistics today which portray another double-digit, year-over-year increase in price.  At $385,000, June’s 
median sales price of single-family homes represents a 24.6 percent gain since June of last year and a 5.5 percent gain from the 
previous month.

The number of days a home stayed on the market fell by 50 percent from June 2020 to just 27 days, one more indication of a 
frenzied market characterized by strong buyer demand and insufficient inventory.

The inventory of single-family homes for sale regained its footing last month after experiencing a significant dip in the prior 
month, though the supply remained 31 percent lower than that reported in June 2020. The latest data shows that inventory would 
deplete in 1.6-months at June’s rate of sales, the highest level since November of last year.  In May, RI Realtors reported less than 
a one-month supply of single-family homes for sale, approximately five months short of the supply typically characterized by a 
balanced market.

While sales activity increased 19.4 percent compared to 12 months earlier, a more telling indicator is the comparison to 2019, 
the year closings were unaffected by the economic shutdown. June sales in 2021 represented a 1.9 percent increase compared to 
the same period two years earlier.

Is this a good time to
sell or buy real estate???
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Do Research and Plan Ahead

Mapping out your project early and thoroughly 
can help you avoid delays. This is especially 
important when it comes to materials, said John 
Brown of Bliffert Lumber and Hardware.

“The quicker a homeowner can make selections, 
the sooner we can get it on order and get it in,” 
Bliffert said.

Some contractors are adjusting the way they 
approach planning to offset delays. For example, 
selecting materials and fi nishes at the outset, 
instead of as you progress through the project like 
you normally would, may mean the materials are 
available when you need them.

“The design process has really changed,” said 
Robi Kirsic of TimeLine Renovation and Design. 
“We’re still designing based on homeowners’ wishes 
and dreams, but we’re also modifying by providing 
options based on what’s available.”

Know Where You’re Willing to Compromise

Whether you’re able or willing to compromise 
often comes down to why you’re doing the 
renovation in the fi rst place.

“Some homeowners are specifi c about what they 
want,” Kirsic said. “They’ve been waiting for a long 
time to do this project and they’re not doing it to 
compromise. Others have a time constraint for one 
reason or another; they don’t have the luxury of 
waiting.”

It’s a sentiment echoed by others, who caution 

that you may be able to get an item you have your 
heart set on, but you may need to be willing to wait.

“If you have your heart set on a certain bathtub, 
it might be a 6- or 8-month wait, but another one 
might be available sooner,” said Jason Hensler of 
Marvin Windows and Doors.

Avoid Making Changes

Once your plans are set and your materials 
have been ordered, avoid unnecessary delays by 
changing your project scope or material selection. 
In this environment, project timelines are extremely 
tight and even minor changes can create signifi cant 
disruptions, especially if there’s a delay in obtaining 
different materials or your new ideas require a 
different crew that wasn’t already scheduled for 
your job.

Choose a Trustworthy Partner
While these are unusual times, having a reliable 

contractor can make the project run more smoothly 
and help you feel more comfortable as the project 
progresses.

“Use someone you trust, someone who is part of a 
reputable group like the National Association of the 
Remodeling Industry,” Brown said.

That way, if you encounter unexpected bumps 
along the way, you can be confi dent they will be 
handled professionally and appropriately. Brown 
encourages his teams to communicate early and 
often, which helps homeowners understand and 
trust they’re doing everything possible to keep the 
job on track.

Be Patient

Above all, understanding these are unusual times 
can go a long way toward a more successful project.

“Patience will help it go a lot smoother,” Hensler 
said. “That may mean accepting longer wait times 
than you anticipated and a later completion date 
than you hoped.”

The sooner you get your project started, the 
sooner your contractor can start mapping out a 
project timeline. Find contractors in your area at 
RemodelingDoneRight.com.

5 Tips for Remodeling in Today’s Market

Doing what’s right...for you!
greenwoodcu.org

2669 Post Road, WarwickEQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY NMLS ID 715419

GRAB A GREAT LOW RATE...
Before it’s TOO LATE! 

Don’t miss your chance! Contact 
our Personal Mortgage Specialist 
Shannon Melchione at 401-500-1063 
or smelchione@greenwoodcu.org – 
TODAY! 

Greenwood 
Mortgage 
Refinancing
 Lower Payments
 LESS Interest
 Personal Service

Jump into the spa of your dreams today!
487 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, Rhode Island

Monday 11-3, Tuesday 11-5, Wednesday CLOSED, 
Thursday 11-5, Friday 11-5, Saturday 11-5, 

Sunday By APPOINTMENT

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

FAMILY FEATURES

In the aftermath of the 
COVID-19 lockdown, 
labor shortages and 
access to certain products 
affects numerous 
industries, including 
remodeling. Even so, 
after extra time at home 
and delays caused by 
the pandemic, there is 
high demand for home 
renovation projects.

If you’re planning 
a home remodel or 
construction project, 
consider these tips from 
professional remodelers 
to avoid frustration and 
ensure your vision comes 
to life.

Call today to
reserve your
advertising
space in our 

monthly section:

Rhody
Home

Running in the 
Warwick Beacon,
Cranston Herald, 

Johnston Sun Rise &
The Reminder.

With a total circulation
of  over 40,000
in the West Bay,

it’s a great place to 
advertise.

732-3100



Johnston Sun Rise20 Friday, August 20, 2021



Johnston Sun Rise 21Friday, August 20, 2021



22   Johnston Sun Rise Friday, August 20,  2021

Email your classified ads to sueh@rhodybeat.com

500  Help Wanted

215  Misc. For Sale

750  Real Estate Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any con-
dition!! Quick sale!! House
needs work? We don’t mind.
Call 401-595-8703.

500  Help Wanted

CLASSIFIEDS
Sun Rise 732-3100

NOTICES
005 Announcements
010 Notices
015 Devotions
030 Child Care Offered
040 Child Care Wanted
050 Business Services
060 Lost & Found
070 Misc. Wanted
075 Entertainment
080 Personal Services
085 Counseling
090 Classes/Instructions
095 Tutoring

AUTOMOTIVE
100 Autos Wanted
110 Auto Repair
120 Auto Parts
130 Autos For Sale
135 Mini Vans For Sale
140 Trucks/Vans For Sale
150 Motorcycles For Sale
160 RV's/Campers For Sale
170 Auto Rent/Lease
180 Auto Insurance

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
200 Bazaars/Flea Markets
202 Craft Items/Sales
205 Yard Sales
210 Free Merchandise
215 Misc. For Sale
220 Antiques/Collectibles
225 Boats & Motors
230 Building Materials
235 Coins/Jewelry
240 Cameras
243 Business/Office Equipment
245 Computers
250 Firewood/Fuel/Stoves
255 TV/Entertainment
260 Musical Instruments
265 Furniture
270 Appliances
275 Clothing
280 Bicycles
285 Sports/Exercise Equipment
290 Machinery/Tools

PETS/ANIMALS
300 Dogs For Sale
310 Cats For Sale

320 Pets/Animals
330 Pets Needing Homes
340 Animal Care
350 Pet Services
370 Free To Good Home

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
400 Businesses For Sale
405 Business Opportunities
410 Business Opportunities Wanted
420 Money To Lend
490 Employment Service

EMPLOYMENT
500 Help Wanted
510 General Office
520 Medical Help Wanted
530 Sales Help Wanted
540 Jobs/Situations Wanted

RENTALS
600 Apartments For Rent
605 Rentals
610 Condos For Rent
620 Garage For Rent

630 Rooms For Rent
635 Duplex for Rent
640 House For Rent
645 Commercial Rentals
650 Store/Office For Rent
655 Storage Space
660 Vacation Rentals
665 Marinas
670 Wanted To Rent
680 Roommate Wanted
690 House To Share

REAL ESTATE
700 Commercial For Sale

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual space occu-
pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

705 Investment Property
710 Mobile Homes For Sale
720 Land For Sale
730 Vacation Property
740 Florida Property
750 Real Estate Wanted
760 Real Estate Financing/Services
770 Condominiums For Sale
780 House For Sale
790 Auctions

900 BUSINESS SERVICES

300  Dogs For Sale

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5
baths, Unfurnished, hard-
wood floors. Washer  & dryer,
stove, refrigerator. 1-yr lease.
$1000 mo. + utilities. Security.
No pets. No smoking. Credit
check, BCI, references. Bob
529-5898.

635  Duplex For Rent

600  Apartment for Lease 600  Apartment for Lease

500  Help Wanted

500  Help Wanted

100 Autos Wanted

WANTED: JUNK CARS,
Cash/Pick-up today! Highest
prices paid. 508-689-8296.

SODEXO @ Salve Regina
University: EARN UP TO
$1,000 BONUS! We are now
hiring Sous Chef, Cooks, Bak-
ers, Cashiers, Food Service
Workers, Dishwashers, Cold
Food Prep and Table Wash-
ers starting in August.  Full
and Part time positions avail-
able.  Apply at us.sodexo.
com/careers Search Key-
word: SALVE 

MALSHIE PETS: Ready to go
September 2nd. $2000. Call
401-868-7819.

500  Help Wanted500  Help Wanted

780  Homes For Sale

WARWICK: RANCH, 3 beds.
Family room, large yard, 1
bath, on cul-de-sac.
$229,900.Call 401-258-6534. 

CRAFTSMAN TOOL BOX:
with some Craftsman and
other assorted tools. $125.
739-1803.

MANUFACTURING/Providence, RI
Currently seeking applications for full-time General

Factory positions. Experience working in the
manufacturing environment with metal alloys, slitting

machinery, and rolling mills is preferred, however 
willing to train the right candidate.

Benefi ts include: competitive pay, excellent 
dental/health insurance, paid vacations and holidays.

Send resumes to: djackvony@jlametals.com

JOHNSTON

180  Personal Services

RIDES: SHOP, RX, Doctors,
hair! Your choice. $12/hr.
Sanitized, new car. 401-739-
2777.

MOVING SALE: EVERY-
THING must go! Whirlpool
washer & dryer. White leather
living room set. Wicker
kitchen table with glass top.
Much, much more! 401-226-
5961.

LAUNDROMAT ATTENDANT
Needed: Fri., 5p-9pm, Sat. &
Sun., 2p-8pm. Apply in per-
son: 39 Putnam Pike, John
ston. No experience needed.

500  Help Wanted500  Help Wanted

CLEANER: 6 a.m.-noon.
Monday thru Friday.
$13.50/hr. Must have valid
driver's license, reliable vehi-
cle & clean BCI. Prov., Crans.
& War. Call Paul 301-1162. 

TEACHER AIDE: 3 FULL
Days. Previous experience
required. Tots Town Child
Care. Call 225-8096.



Westbay is a two-acre farm that grows up to 20,000 pounds of organic pro-
duce each year, said Paul Salera, president and CEO of Westbay Community 
Action.

“We have made a lot of changes to this farm,” Stycos said. “When it was 
fi rst opened there was not even a irrigation system.”

Stycos also mentioned that the farm has acquired farming equipment, in-
cluding a tractor, a hoop house, a middle buster and fencing. The farm has 
expanded to three times its original size.

A portion of the 20,000 pounds of produce is sold at a food stand that is 
open every Thursday during the season from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. The remainder 
of the produce goes to the Westbay Marketplace, the third-largest food pantry 
of its kind in Rhode Island, as well as the Interfaith pantry and other smaller 
pantries.

The food pantry collects a couple hundred pounds of produce from the 
farm twice a week. 

Proceeds from the food stand, about $300 to $500 a week, go to Westbay 
Community Action, which opened in 1966. The agency serves 10,000 Kent 
County families with food, education, safety and utilities. Their mission is 
“to empower and mobilize people through our programs, partnerships and 
advocacy to gain greater self-suffi ciency.”

Basic crops such as potatoes, eggplant, peppers, cucumbers, lettuce, green 
beans and onions are grown at Westbay. The farm also grows blueberries and 
asparagus, which have been two of their best crops, Stycos said.

Westbay uses all organic methods to grow the crops; there is no use of pes-
ticides, and no herbicides, Stycos said. 

Stycos mentioned that one of the more interesting aspects about the farm 
is the way they use covers to keep insects from crops. The covers keep bugs 
away while allowing for water and sunlight to enter. These covers are kept on 
the crops until they bloom. Once they bloom, the covers are removed so the 
pollinators can do their job.

Westbay has two hoop houses. Stycos compared a hoop house to a green-
house; the difference is that hoop houses do not have a heating system. There-
fore, they are more of a sustainable way of farming since they do not use 
electricity.

Westbay also has a root cellar, which used to be attached to the home that 
was on the property before the town of Warwick bought the land. The root 
cellar is now used as a cooling room. The cellar is about two feet above the 
ground and the remaining portion of the building is underground. Stycos 
mentioned that the room stays around 60-65 degrees. There is no electricity 
in this room, but it stays cool through sustainable action. A pipe runs from 
outside of the root cellar to the bottom on the root cellar, which allows for 
cool air to enter. Then there is a small pipe on top of the cellar that allows 
the hot air to escape through the chimney.

Salera said Westbay farm has a 30-year lease from the city and plans 
to be open next season and for at least the whole lease term. Salera also 
added that Westbay became EBT vender approved, so people can use 
SNAP, or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, benefi ts to buy 
their produce. Salera also said that in 2005 they fi rst started to partner 
with the University of Rhode Island’s Master Gardener program, which 
allows URI students to volunteer with the Westbay farm to educate stu-
dents in environmentally sounded gardening. After 15 years off with 
this program, they are fi nally partnering with URI again.

“While Steve is tremendous at his job, Westbay Farm would not be 
where is it without the help of its volunteers,” Salera said.
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� Farm (Continued from page 17)

HARD AT WORK: 
Steve Stycos and 
volunteer Judy Foy get 
dirty in preparation for 
Thursday’s farm stand.

FRESH OFF THE VINE: 
Tomatoes are ripe and 
ready to be sold at 
Thursday’s farm stand. 

away while allowing for water and sunlight to enter. These covers are kept on 
the crops until they bloom. Once they bloom, the covers are removed so the 

Westbay has two hoop houses. Stycos compared a hoop house to a green-
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cellar is now used as a cooling room. The cellar is about two feet above the 
ground and the remaining portion of the building is underground. Stycos 
mentioned that the room stays around 60-65 degrees. There is no electricity 
in this room, but it stays cool through sustainable action. A pipe runs from 
outside of the root cellar to the bottom on the root cellar, which allows for 
cool air to enter. Then there is a small pipe on top of the cellar that allows 

HARD AT WORK: 
Steve Stycos and 
volunteer Judy Foy get 
dirty in preparation for 
Thursday’s farm stand.

FRESH OFF THE VINE: 
Tomatoes are ripe and 
ready to be sold at 
Thursday’s farm stand. 
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